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| remember when our own children were these ages...
ward adulthood. | remember them taking their turn mowing the expansive lawn at the ministry

June, 2026

TODAY was Celebration Day! We picked up grandchildren after their last day of school and

headed to the ice cream shop... Fox Meadows, well known to those of you who live nearby. What
g an enjoyable time we always have with them. Es, our youngest grandchild, is almost Sharon’s
height. Lydia (the oldest of those who live here in Lititz) is driving and will be a senior next year.
Her 15-year-old brother Liam is already talking about his driver’s permit. They are all GROWING
UP! They’re not children any more. What joy we feel as we see them growing up.

moving through adolescence and to-

property; then driving on their learner’s permit; always carrying their share of responsibilities with house chores;

getting jobs at 14; and on and on. They were great years...

not without challenges but they were indeed good years.

I now look at the world our grandchildren are navigating. It seems the challenges are more daunting. Christian faith
and beliefs are often ridiculed. Behaviors that are damaging, to self and others, seem to be promoted by daily influ-
ences. It's certainly a most-important time for us to be praying for our children and grandchildren.

In this letter, Sharon responds to a parent who is concerned about way-too-common occurrences of bullying, which
often targets individuals of a different race or nationality. In the midst of these confusing times, may we, who are disci-
ples of Jesus, be trend setters! May we demonstrate the same level of love, acceptance, and affirmation as Jesus Him-

self did. He loved ALL. He died for ALL!

This summer...

let’s love as Jesus loves!

John Charles (for Sharon too)
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. My children came home from school with
Question: :

reports of bullying based on race. | want
them to recognize the beauty and worth of all people but
it seems that somewhere, or from someone, they are be-
ing fed racist ideas. In talking with them, | conclude they
gather impressions not only at school, but also in their
activities with friends. | guess | might say... from within
our culture, generally. How can | help them rise above
these cruel trends?

R . Yes, the rise of rejection, judgement,
esponse: even hatred, based on differences of ap-
pearance or origin, is alarming... and very sad! Branding
entire people groups as “inferior” or “evil” or “deserving
of persecution” is not only vicious, it has no basis in truth.

The Bible does not make distinctions based on race at

all. There are only a few uses of the word that is translat-
ed “race” related to people groups (Romans 9:3, Mark

7:26, 1 Peter 2:9). But upon examination, these have
more accurate translations, indicating kinship, geograph-
ical origin, or spiritual heritage. In other words, many
scholars and theologians conclude that the Bible simply
does not identify “race” distinctions. They point out that
categorizing by skin color is a social or political practice
that did not exist in the ancient world.

Instead of race, it seems the Bible addresses ethnicity,
which references the person’s nationality, language, or
the geographical location of their birth.

J. Craig Venter, one of the key researchers into hu-
man genetics said, “race is a social concept, not a scien-
tific one.” He and the National Institute of Health de-
clared unanimously that all human beings, regardless of
background, are genetically nearly identical. He and his
fellow researchers emphasized that there is no biological
or genetic basis for dividing humanity into separate races.
Any two humans share roughly 99.9 percent of the exact



same DNA. (see Augsburg University National Human Ge-
nome Research Institute).

The amazing variety of skin tones around the world is
simply due to each individual’s level of melanin (the main
pigment) in their skin. If God created Adam and Eve as
“middle brown” in skin color, it would have only taken a
few generations for all skin tones to have emerged.

*_ Consider the following Scriptures:

Malachi 2:10 Do we not all have one Father? Did not
one God create us? Why do we profane the covenant of
our ancestors by being unfaithful to one another?

James 2:8-9 If you really keep the royal law found in
Scripture, “love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing
right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convict-
ed by the law as lawbreakers.

John 3:16 God so loved the world, that He gave His
one and only Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life.

_ Teach these verses to your children. Remind them
frequently that unkindness to, or mistreatment of,
others is wrong. It is sin.

| Read biographies of people from different ethnic
backgrounds.

Invite people from other geographical areas or cul-
tural groups, into your home. Ask them about their

food, traditions, etc. Discuss admirable characteristics in
these various nationalities.

| When your children come home from school and

" tell you about unkind words or actions by students,
help them plan a way to reach out to the ones who were
mistreated.

_ Talk about the amazing beauty of every skin tone,

*‘ eye color, hair texture, etc. Stay abreast of what
your children are being taught at school and be willing to
contact teachers or administrators if they are being indoc-
trinated with false or misguided information.

* Educate your children about the scientific accuracy
of the Biblical records concerning humanity. (The
book, One Blood for Kids... what the Bible says about
Race, by Ken Ham is an excellent resource.) Help your
children grasp the important truth, that those who mis-
treat others are not operating with the love of Jesus...
such people should be prayed for and told about the
transforming message of the gospel.

One of the wonderful things about heaven is the per-
fect unity among diverse people groups... Revelation 7:9-
10 After this | looked and there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and
were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried
out in a loud voice; “Salvation belongs to our God, who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” (NIV)

What a day that will be! In the mean-
time, as we purpose to adopt Jesus’ loving
attitudes towards ALL people, we can begin
to experience just a little taste

of heaven on earth! Written by
Sharon Charles
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