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Friends,

Sharon and | recently attended the bi-annual World Conferertbe émerican Association of Christian Counsel-
ors. We were blessed to sit under the teaching of world-renownekespédohn Ortberg, Larry Crabb, Gary Chapman,
John Townsend, Jim Cymbala, Joni Eareckson Tada... to name a fewgimdble to choose from over a hundred and
fifty different workshops, covering many counseling-related wpi¢hat a privilege to receive so much Biblical insight
and wisdom in such a concentrated form. We felt like we were “drinking frora hyfitrant!”

As Sharon and | discussed the various sessions and their maig@sesgawere reminded of what Solomon said...
“There is nothing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9) AmStmmmented, “When all is said and done, everyone is
basically saying the same thing... that is, ‘Jesus is the Answer. 8b,aetto Him!"

We package the message creatively and we emphafeenti aspects. But at the core, the message is the. sa
“Jesus is the Answer. So, grab hold of Him!” ALM just had3it¥ birthday. We have heard the stories of thousands of
people. Their problems are diverse. Their situations are often esnthlt, repeatedly, we find ourselves saying in vari-
ous ways... “Jesus is the Answer!”

In the last session of the conference, Dr. Michael Lyleseguatsaying that | grew up hearing often... “Only one
life, ‘twill soon be past. Only what's done for Christ will Id€But he said he no longer agrees with that saying. | sat up
in my seat, wondering what fault he could possibly find. “The fiest of the saying is true,” he explained. “Only one
life, ‘twill soon be past.” Then he paused. “Buiw | believe... only what's don&/ITH Christ will last!”

Some people will say I'm over-simplifying. Many situations eoeplicated. Circumstances are tangled and there
isn’t always just one easy solution. There are physical, enatispiritual and relational factors that must be addressed.
But | continue to say, “The place to begin is with Jesus. Reach out to Him!”

Sharon and | were watching an action movie together. It wasfote@se “guy-type” stories. The “bad guys” had
taken over a huge ship. The hero was methodically fighting them off. Of casnsmst Hollywood stories go, there was
a pretty girl who had accidentally been trapped on this ship, cautfnt middle of the danger. At one point, the hero
told the girl to stay put while he went ahead to confront the rest of the bad guys. Bar after him and held onto him
tightly. “No way,” she cried. “The safest place on this ship is righirfaeyou!”

We can say the same to Jesus... “I'm going where You're goingubedhe safest place in the world for me is right
behind You!”

| don’t know what you're facing today. | won't trivialize the paind suffering you are experiencing. Nevertheless, |
will say to you, what | am saying to myself more and more each day...“Jesudissther! So, grab hold of Him!”

Thank you for your prayers!

John Charles (for Sharon and the rest of the ALM staff)




Pulling Together

decide that a goal is building a greater sense of oneness
between spouses, they will more likely adjust their activi-
ties to help promote this.

Question: Are other households like mine? | feel gs
though our family just doesn’t get along very well.
For one thing, we're each so busy doing our oyn
thing, that we hardly know each other. And when We o
are together, it's still like everyone is fighting fof ~COmmon Activities: o _
himself or herself. I'd like some cooperation wit h_‘ everyone in the family is running in different direc-
chores, projects, even fun times. Any suggestions|on fions, it makes sense that they will become more “I"-
how to build more of a team spirit between a husbgnd centered, rather than “we”-centered.

and wife and their children?

Take a hard look at the activities that occupy your fam-
ily’'s time. Look at extra-curricular activities (athletic
Response: Three of the gospels (Matthew, Mark and teams, music lessons, dance, drama, gymnastics, martial
Luke) record Jesus’ wordH: a house is divided against arts, etc.), hobbies and favorite pastimes (scrapbooking,
itself, that house cannot stantihat is a strong warning hunting, gardening, TV, movies, computer use, activities
about the danger of pulling in opposite directions. You “with the guys,” activities “with the girls,” etc.), and eve
are wise to take steps now to establish a more unifiecchurch activities. Ask, “Does this particular activity move
home. our family members towards Christ-likeness?” Be willing
to be ruthless in cutting down on those things that don't
However, a family is made up of people with different really help accomplish your most important life aims.
likes and dislikes, different strengths and weaknesses,
different interests, different genders and different agesAt the same time, identify the types of activities that pro-
Added to these differences is the challenge of the selfmote spiritual growth and family unity. Things like regu-
centered human nature. It is not surprising then, that cotar family devotions (make these fun and exciting, not
operation can be difficult. And of course there is a spiri- boring and somber), a weekly game night, family outings
tual enemy who constantly works to divide whatever Godand vacations, and reguiaim—————
seeks to unite. church involvement as
family are all ways to bin :
So, how can a Christian family develop an environmentthe n¥embers togyether. A If a house is
of “working together?” To start with, consider increasing let's not forget the impor (e /\A(6(=16! against

(or establishing) things you have in common, such as: tanc_e of chores. When t itself, that
family works together on

Common Aims project, their sense of tea AL01EE{=N oz 1glgl0])

Most people meander through life. They are essentiallyspirit is bound to increase stand

aimless... except for a couple of basic goals: survival and

enjoyment. Followers of Christ, on the other hand, areCommon Attitudes

called to a life of greater purpose. Joshua said, “ChooseSelfishness and StUDDOME o —

for yourself whom you will serve...As for me and my ness will always work against family cooperation. So, set

house, we will serve the Lord.” a goal to teach and practice an “others-focused” attitude.
Memorize related Scriptures, read stories that exemplify

If Dad and Mom have never done so, they should discusgooperation and selflessness. Adopt a family project that

and agree upon some primary goals for their family. promotes caring for others. For example, a family could

Once this is done, they can weigh decisions in light ofdo a fund-raiser for a worthwhile cause, or they could go

those goals. For example, if a husband and wife agre@n a short-term missions trip, or volunteer together at a

that a primary goal is the spiritual growth and develop-local ministry.

ment of each family member this will then become the

standard by which they make lifestyle choices. Or, if theyA simple daily reminder to the family (perhaps at the



breakfast table) to work towards harmony whenever pos-
sible, can be a great help. And taking time each day

(perhaps at the supper table) to share needs with each

other and pray for one another will keep family members
connected with each other and caring for each other.

A family that is a close-knit, cooperating unit may be a

rare breed these days, but with the Lord’s help and some

“common” sense it can become a reality... starting today.

Co-operation

Two tough old mules (not us | hope!)

Were tied together with a piece of rope.

Said one to the other, “You come my way,
While | take a nibble of that new-mown hay.”
“l won't,” said the other. “You come with me—
I have some hay over this way, you see.”

So they got nowhere, just pawed the dirt,
Pulling each way—how that rope did hurt!
Then faced they about, those stubborn mules,

And said, “We’'re acting just like human fools.
Let’s pull together — I'll go your way.

Then you come with me, and we’ll both eat hay.”
So they ate their hay, and liked it too,

And said, “Let's be comrades, good and true.”
As the sun went down, they were heard to bray,

“Ah, this is the end of a perfect day!”
Questions Families Ask is written by
Sharon Charles. Be sure to check

out her blogs on our website! Author Unknown

We are asking the Lord to provide the about $22,000 for
the remodeling costs, which will then result in an imme-
diate and ongoing provision of about $400 per month to
help meet the expenses of minis@urrently, $4002 has
been given towards this projedtVe will give the work-

ers the green light to begin, when we have received
$10,000 in designated gifts.

Spend a dollar
to make a dollar!

UPDATE

As we shared in last month’s newsletter, we have an opHere’s a breakdown of some of the remodeling expenses

portunity to create an income-producing apartment hereand an update of what has been given. Perhaps you

at ALM. But we need capital up front to do so. would want to underwrite one (or a portion of one) of the
remaining items:

Those of you familiar with the ALM property know of install peri - der floor f 2 906

the six-unit apartment building. Throughout the years rgfitgn gﬁg?ﬁ:ﬁr zg:gg%m er floor for ’

some of the units have provided rental income while oth 'p' '

ers have served as staff residences. Extend DWV piping to under stairway 585
) ) ] HVAC-mini-split system, 13 seer 1,700

In looking for ways to help with the ALM finances, we Lighting PAID— Thank You! 400

realize we can remodel a currently-unfinished basemer -'9"tN9 - thankerou

space into a nice guest room which would adequatel| Cabinets and countertops 1,200

serve the ministry _ne_:eds. This new guesim would Flooring PAID—Thank You! 1,500

then free up the efficiency guesgpartment which could .

become another rental unit for the ministry. Labor & materials: bedroom, full bath, 13,000-14,000

kitchenette & laundry

The cost estimate for the remodeling project is $21,300 52102 towards the overall project.

$22,800. Rental value of the efficiency apartment which

would become available is about $400 per month, so thel © earmark a gift toward this capital project, just include

remodeling cost would be earned back within about five@ note with your check. Any amount which exceeds the

years. cost of one specific item will be applied to another of the
items.

How can you help? We think this is a gootbng-term

financial provision for ALM with benefits extending Give me a call at the office (717 626-9575) if more de-

many years. We do not have the cash to fund the remodails would be helpful.

eling of the basement space.



You are cordially invited to ALM’s annual

Join us for a romantic evenlng
special music, a delicious meal, lots of fun and
laughter, plus a message of hope and help for madricouples
from John and Sharon Charles.

Fridays, February, 12 and 19

Saturdays, February 6, 13, 20
Banquets begin at 6:30 pm

To Purchase Tickets:

Send a self-addressed stamped envelope along with your check or money order ($42 per couple) to
address below. You may charge your ticket to your credit card by calling the number listed below.
Please indicate the evening that you would like to attend.

All tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served basis, with the best seats going
to those who purchase early. The banquets (especial ly Saturday evenings) sell
very quickly so buy your tickets today. Call the of fice for information on reserv-
ing tickets for a group.

Abundant Living Ministries

541 W 28th Division Highway, Lititz, PA 17543

Phone: 717-626-9575 Email: Info@AbundantLivingMinistries.org
Website: www.AbundantLivingMinistries.org



